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MP2 Participants Give 
Back to Their Community
Many Mission Project 2 participants have a history of volunteering in 
their community, in addition to their paying jobs.  For example, Corey, 
Jack, Julie and Zach have volunteered in the past at local nursing homes, 
hospitals, animal shelters or food pantries.  Today, as part of that long-
standing commitment to give back to their community, many of the 
participants continue to volunteer.

Jack recently participated in a walk to benefit the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society, one of several walks he has joined.

Jenny has volunteered for two years with Blessings Abound, a nonprofit 
that helps people with limited financial resources.  She is a front-line 
person who welcomes customers to this retail environment, and sorts 
clothes, marks prices and hangs 
merchandise.  Tony Witter, 
Executive Director, says that Jenny 
is a great asset.  “She is reliable, 
always pleasant, and willing to 
work on anything that needs to be 
done.”

Tom has been volunteering at 
Great Plains SPCA in Merriam 
since June, 2013.  He works every 
week as a cat mentor, helping with 
feeding and watering, cleaning 
the cat rooms, doing laundry, and 
playing with the cats, which helps 
acclimate them to human contact 
for adoption.  Melissa, who has 
been volunteering with Tom since August, said “He’s really great to work 
with, and is always willing to help, especially when we’re swamped.”  Tom 
always grins broadly when he talks about the cats at SPCA.
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The Importance of Public Service
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Tom loves volunteering at the SPCA where 
he helps as a cat mentor.

Mission Project 2  (MP2) enables 
capable young adults in their 20s and 
30s with developmental or cognitive 
disabilities to live independently 
and safely in their own apartments, 
integrated into the general community 
with minimal support.

We work towards a comprehensive 
vision: To establish and maintain 
support structures for our participants, 
to enable them to live independently 
in a safe environment with the 
opportunity to engage in meaningful 
work, social interaction with peers, 
educational opportunities, physical 
fitness, training and recreation.

Our Vision:



continued from page 1

Roz Johnson, The City of Mission’s Neighborhood Service Coordinator, 
arranged for Trey Whitaker to make our fantastic “Future Home” sign.

MP2 Community Garden 
Taking Shape
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O           n May 21, 2014, the Mission, Kansas,  City 
Council  approved an agreement with Mission 
Project 2 that will create a raised-bed community 
garden for its participants adjacent to the apartment 
complex in which they live.  Christie Humerickhouse 
and Natalie Lucas from the Mission Parks and 
Recreation Department and John Belger from the 
Public Works Department championed this project, 
which the City Council enthusiastically endorsed.

Zach volunteering at the City of 
Mission’s 2014 Bunny Eggstravaganza.

This project will help teach the participants how to care for a variety of plants and 
grow their own healthy foods to eat, in conjunction with their current Apartment 
Gardening Club.

MP2 participants have been hard at work in recent months preparing the site by 
clearing brush, debris and large rocks, marking construction locations, digging post 
holes, pouring concrete footings for fencing and installing barrier planters.  

Cagney Bustamante, from Boy Scout Troop 118, is seeking permission from the 
Heart of America Council to work on the garden as his Eagle Scout project.  Once his 
project is approved, he and ten Scout volunteers whom he will supervise will build 
and install the initial three raised beds in the garden this fall.  Three additional raised 
beds are anticipated in late 2015.

Zach volunteers once a week at the Down Syndrome Guild offices in Mission.  
He prepares mailings, sets up for events, does laundry, stocks supplies, and 
assembles information and program packets.  He also assists with the teen 
program and helps with childcare.  Carleigh Peters, Program Manager, says 
that Zach is invaluable.  “He is one of our most reliable volunteers.  We save 
important projects for him to do, because he does things right.  Zach comes in, 
and everyone’s day is so much better.”  Last Spring, Zach also volunteered at the 
Bunny Eggstravaganza at the Sylvester Powell, Jr. Community Center, where he 
hid eggs for children to find.

With all these activities, the Mission Project 2 participants demonstrate how 
important it is to them not only to live in the community but also to contribute 
to the community.

Digging In To Healthy Living
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Last May, seven Mission Project 2 
participants headed off on their first trip 
as the MP2 Travel Club.  They enjoyed 
a three-day exploration of Chicago, 
including visits to the Navy Pier and 
the Willis Tower.  For many of them the 
highlight of the trip was attending a 
Chicago Cubs game.  Participants are 
already enthusiastically planning their 
next 2015 adventure together.

ChicagoMP2 Group:
Going Strong

Mission Project 2 participants meet as a group several times 
a month with a professional who helps them hone their 
independent living skills.  In June responsibility for leading 
this group passed to a new facilitator, Mary Egger.  Mary has a 
Master’s degree in mental health counseling.  

Participants changed the group’s name 
to signify this new beginning. They 
agreed that they are a COMMUNITY, 
working together to meet the 
challenges of everyday life.  Eventually, 
they decided that the word STRONG 
represented who they each are, both 
individually and together.  The new 
name for the group thus became 
Community Strong. 

Recent Community Strong meetings 
have focused on budgeting, nutrition, 
exercise, stress management, and relationships.  In addition to 
exploring and discussing challenging topics, Mission Project 
2 participants also planned and enjoyed a successful group 
outing under Mary’s guidance. 

“I am honored 
to be a part of 
Mission Project 2,” 
Mary says.  “When 
the opportunity 
arose I was more 
than excited. My 
experience running 
the group has been 
extremely positive.  
When I meet with 
the participants, I 
help them interact, 
share their feelings, and build connections with one another. 
They teach me as well, helping me remember not to look at a 
situation from only one angle or perspective.”

Mary is enthusiastic about the group’s progress, stating, 
“Throughout each session I have been able to see the participants 
grow.  They are interacting and sharing their feelings, discussing 
difficult situations and building connections with one another 
and myself.”
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  t the first annual MP2 Art Show fundraiser, over 400 visitors turned out to 
   view and purchase some fantastic artwork by a variety of artists.

The event, held on October 3rd at Boveri Realty 
Group during First Fridays in the Crossroads, was 
a new experience for the MP2 participants, who 
all had a great time and look forward to taking 
part in the next show.  Two of our participants, 
Jack and Zach, were proud to display, discuss and 
sell their own artwork at the show.

Thanks to the generosity of the many artists 
donating their works, we now have funding to 
start a new MP2 Creative Arts Program.  The 
participants will be able to express themselves in 
a variety of media, including drawing, painting, 
pottery and photography, as well as discovering 
local galleries and museums.

Special thanks to those who helped make this event possible:  

Mission Project 2 Art Show a Success
Great Art for a Great Cause

Christina Boveri
Jazzy Chun Earl
Kitzi Dingley
Ben Edwards
Kylie Farnsworth
Ari Fish, Kansas City Art Institute

Rachelle Gardner-Roe
Cory Imig, ArtsKC Council
Misty Kelso, Imagine That!
Sandy & Jeff Kunkel
Stephen Kunkle
Joe & Karen Langer
Craig McCord
Kevin McGraw
Kelsee Pietz
Noelle Stoffel
Donna Yeager
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Jack showing his talent with his 
painting, “Field at Dawn.”

Jenny & Zach enjoying the night.
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JennyParticipant Profile

events at her church.  She also enjoys playing card games and Bunco, putting puzzles together, and collecting seashells.

Jenny works as a caregiver at a local day service facility for people with physical and cognitive disabilities.  The one-on-
one care giving environment gives her the chance to interact with residents on a personal level—a situation that she finds 
rewarding.  “You feel like you’re giving back to people,” she said.  Jenny’s job has taught her many valuable lessons about 
personal responsibility, such as the importance of arriving promptly for work, meeting job expectations, and staying 
focused on her tasks.

Her “mission” in life doesn’t end with her job and social life.  Jenny also works as a volunteer at a local donation collection 
center.  “I really like talking and interacting with the people there, too,” she said.

When it comes to experiencing life outside our local community, Jenny is no stranger to travel.  She has encountered the 
people, sights, and sounds of California, Alaska, Branson, MO, and has made a number of trips to New York.  She also 
enjoys her annual summer camps in an area near Parkville, MO.

Having the freedom to live on one’s own doesn’t come without challenges, and 
Jenny is no exception.  One area of independent living that she strives to improve 
on is cooking on a stove.  Enter: the George Foreman Grill!  “My sister has helped 
me a lot with that,” she said.  “We’ve worked together on a lot of meals.”

Another learning opportunity in Jenny’s sight is in handling her finances.  She said 
the math aspect of writing checks has been a source of frustration for her, but she 
is determined to conquer this challenge with help from her family as well.

Every successful individual sets short-term and long-term goals, and Jenny 
has her own set of expectations.  “I hope to soon be able to communicate and express myself in more detail through 
thinking outside of myself,” she said.  Jenny added that she’s working on being more direct with people about issues in 
life that directly affect her relationships with others.  Jenny has long-term goals as well, one of which is coordinating and 
scheduling a number of activities together with learning to be more flexible in adapting to changes in her agenda.

Having a solid base of support from MP2 has helped Jenny enormously in her personal growth, but the real foundation 
for her comes from parents who gave Jenny much needed love and attention from the moment of her birth.  As Jenny 
grew, her mom also became her teacher.  “My mom taught me a lot about how to sew and knit,” said Jenny.  What’s a 
good dad?  Just ask her.  “My dad always likes to play games with me and we have a lot of fun,” she said.  “He also likes 
to sneak me donuts.”

A        uthor Kitte Turmell once said that “Happiness walks on busy feet.”        
        Those words fit MP2 participant Jenny to the tee.
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Jenny has been with MP2 since June 2012 and has not stopped her busy 
lifestyle since then.  The independence she has acquired through MP2 
has allowed her the freedom to spread her bubbly personality among her 
friends and those outside her social circles.  “I’m so happy to have a life on 
my own,” said Jenny.  “I really like hanging out with my friends.”

She has had many opportunities to impact people with her zest for life by 
being involved in and organizing many of her favorite social activities such 
as bowling, swimming at a local community center and attending dinner 



Mission Project 2 is a 501(c)(3)
not-for-profit organization.

&News Upcoming Events
 
Providing information about our organization, profiles of our 
participants, and updates on activities, participant news and fundraisers, 
the site will continue to evolve as our organization grows.  Please visit 
us at themissionproject.org and click on the MP2 logo to enter our site.

With our new website, we can now offer the convenience 
of secure online donation, including the ability to make 
level payments on a monthly ongoing basis.  Go to 
themissionproject.org and click on the MP2 logo to enter our 
site, or capture this QR code on your smartphone.

As always, mail-in donations are welcome!  Our new address:
Mission Project 2
5960 Dearborn, Ste. 240, Mission, KS  66202

Donate to MP2

5960 Dearborn, Ste. 240  Mission, KS  66202

Friday, December 12
8pm

For Information Contact:
info@missionproject2.org

The Mission Project 
Holiday Concert
With Oleta Adams 

and Chris Mann

Kauffman Center for 
The Performing Arts

Mission Project 2 has a new website! 


