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Mission Project 2 [MP2] 
enables capable young adults 
with developmental or cognitive 
disabilities to live independently 
and safely in their own apartments, 
integrated into the general 
community with minimal support.

We work towards a comprehensive 
vision: To establish and maintain 
support structures for our 
participants, to enable them 
to live independently in a safe 
environment with the opportunity to 
engage in meaningful work, social 
interaction with peers, educational 
opportunities, physical fitness, 
training and recreation.

Community Living
From the start of the program, 
Mission Project 2 participants have 
benefited greatly from living in the  
city of Mission, Kansas.  They have 
enjoyed the safe, friendly, small-town 
atmosphere that the city provides.

In return, they and their families have 
sought to bring benefits to the city.  
This issue of the newsletter focuses on 
some of the different ways that Mission 
Project 2 and the city of Mission have 
supported each other.

 Visit Us —

M  ission Project 2 (MP2) is located in the city of Mission, Kansas, 
a welcoming and well-run community that offers the MP2 participants 
employment opportunities, services, entertainment and a community 
center within easy walking distance of their homes.

The importance of the city of Mission to Mission Project 2 and its 
sister organization, The Mission Project, is reflected prominently in the 
names of both groups.

Two years after MP2 participants began moving into 
their own apartments, the MP2 Board of Directors 
asked the city for permission to develop an adjacent 
and unused tract of land 
as a community garden.  
A ribbon-cutting was 
held in June 2015 with 
City of Mission Mayor 
Steve Schowengerdt.  

Now, as a result of a robust partnership with 
the city, grant funding from the Mission 
Hy-Vee grocery store, and the volunteer work of local Boy Scout Troop 

118, MP2 participants have transformed 
this neglected section of property into 
a thriving vegetable and flower garden 
with an arbor entryway, garden benches 
and a picnic table.

As with the community garden, MP2 
participants and board members have 
always strived to be a visible presence in 
the Mission community and to support 

city initiatives.  At the June 11th Mission Farm and Flower Market, MP2 
and The Mission Project staffed a table to share information with city 
residents about our two organizations, the MP2 Community Garden, 
and our many other programs and activities.  The two organizations 
have also previously co-hosted an information table at a community 
event at the Sylvester Powell, Jr. Community Center.
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In September 2016, the City of Mission held a ribbon-cutting ceremony in the 
Market to celebrate the installation of a beautiful bench seat that was donated 
by the Mission Project 2 and The Mission Project organizations.  The event was 
attended by participants from both groups and several members of the Mission 
City Council.

Like the original The Mission Project organization, 
Mission Project 2 participants and their families have 
enthusiastically adopted a “Mission First” philosophy, 
which means that, whenever possible, they take their patronage to businesses in Mission.  
For example, MP2 has partnered with Lucky Brewgrille, which has served as the site of 
three successful fundraising events.  Lucky’s has also graciously hosted the New Year’s 
Eve Party for both MP2 and The Mission Project for many years.  Several other local 
businesses have shown interest in and support of our organizations.

Another way MP2 participants support the city of Mission is through their employment.  All participants hold full or 
part-time jobs, and while they work across the metropolitan area, many work for companies within Mission itself.  In 
addition, several local entities are benefiting from the volunteer support provided by MP2 participants, including the 
Sylvester Powell, Jr. Community Center and the Great Plains SPCA.

Clearly, for MP2 participants, all roads do lead to Mission, Kansas.  Since MP2 was formed four years ago, the 
organization and participants have benefited greatly from the welcoming support of the City of Mission, and businesses 
and residents located within Mission.  The participants and their families have been delighted to return the favor.

Community Partnership

Mission Project 2 has enthusiastically welcomed 
two new participants in 2016.  Elli and Mallory have 
settled into their new apartments and are enjoying 
living close to their friends.

Elli is very friendly, outgoing and 
hard working.  She is a prolific 
artist and enjoys Art Club, MP 
Workout nights and monthly 
Bunco games.  Elli is relishing her 
newly active social life and her 
growing independence.

Mallory recently joined MP2 
and likes being on her own and 
making her own decisions.  She is 
fun-loving and enjoys many social 
activities, including hanging out 
with her friends, Art Club, Bunco 
and Movie Club.

We Welcome
Elli & Mallory

In September, MP2 
participants toured the Super 
Indian: Fritz Scholder  1967-
1980 exhibit at the Nerman 
Museum of Contemporary 
Art at Johnson County 
Community College.  

Instructor Jessica Hays provided an introduction to the 
iconic 20th century artist’s paintings and lithographs.  
They drew their interpretations of Scholder’s works, 
and used their sketches for their own themed projects 
during the following Art Club session.

Fritz Scholder Exhibit
Art Club

For regular updates about 
MP2 Art Club activities, 
visit us at facebook.com/
missionproject2.

Where to Go

Facebook.com/missionproject2 Like Us —
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   St. Louis
Travel Club

MP2’s Travel Club gives 
participants the opportunity 
to take day trips and longer 
trips to various destinations.

For this year’s major excursion, the group 
voted for a four-day trip to St. Louis, 
Missouri.  They traveled by Amtrak train, 
which was an exciting experience, a first 
for some of them.

The participants held planning 
meetings for a year, with each 
person researching a selection of 
destinations and activities to add 
to their schedule.

Once in St. Louis, they soared 
to the top of the Gateway Arch, 
relaxed on a riverboat cruise on 
the Mississippi River, explored the 
Science Center and Planetarium, 
toured the Laclede’s Landing Wax 
Museum, dined at some great local 
restaurants, and enjoyed some 
down time in the hotel pool.

 articipants appreciate that so many 
shops, businesses and restaurants are 
within easy walking distance of where 
they live.  One participant noted, “I 
like that everything I need is 
conveniently available,” and his 
fellow participants would certainly agree.  
Another said, “There are a lot of stores to 
shop at.  You’re close to almost everything.  
It may be a hike to get there, but there’s a 
reward at the end of the walk.”

When surveyed, the MP2 participants 
reported that these local establishments 
are among their favorite destinations:

Avelluto’s Italian Delight
China Star
Hartman Hardware
Hy-Vee Grocery
Longboards
Lucky Brewgrille
Mack True Value Hardware
Mission Repair
Nail Perfection & Spa

Applebee’s
Baskin Robbins
Chipotle
CVS
Dollar Tree
Five Guys
Goodcents
Great Clips
McDonald’s
Pepperjax
Pie Five

Salsa Grill
Thai Orchid
The Bar
The Peanut
Werner’s

Locally-Owned Businesses

Other Local Establishments
Pizza Hut
Plato’s Closet
Rally House
Salvation Army
   Thrift
Sonic
Sports Clips
Starbucks
Taco Bell
Target
Village Inn

Where to Go
MP2 Favorites
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3rd Annual Art Show Grows in Success
Great Art for a Great Cause

Josh, Tom & Jack enjoying 
the show.

O

Special thanks to the artists who 
helped make this event possible:  

Sherri Acosta
André Alexander
Harriet Bigham
Luella Buxton
Simon Friedman
Mary Beth Izard
Joseph Jurkiewicz
Kathryn Kennedy
Tiffany Heaton King

Stephen Kunkle
Stacey Lamb
Joe & Karen Langer
Craig McCord
Kevin McGraw
Rebecca Pashia
Alexander Raine
Michael Strong
Donna Yeager

Boveri Realty Group
Buttonwood Financial
Country Club Bank
Hallmark

JibJab Bros. Studios
McGonigle’s Market
Mildred’s Coffeehouse
Overland Photo Supply

We Thank Our 2016 Art Show Sponsors:

Because of their year-long creative efforts, the 
participants had their strongest showing to date at the 
event.  The show continues to be a uniquely positive 
experience for the MP2 participants, who all had a great 
time and loved talking about their work with the Kansas 
City arts community.

Thanks to the generosity of our sponsors and the many 
artists donating their works, we can continue to operate 
our MP2 Creative Arts Program.  This is the only MP2 
activity that has almost 100% participation.

The event, held on October 7th at the Boveri Realty Group Art Space during First 
Friday in the Crossroads, is an increasingly popular show, and this year offered 
works by many artists in addition to the artwork displayed by MP2 participants.

ver 500 visitors turned out to view and purchase some fantastic artwork by 
a variety of artists at the 3rd Annual Mission Project 2 Art Show Fundraiser.

Mission Project 2 gives our sincere thanks to Joe & Karen Langer, J&K 
Photography, who have generously donated their time and professional 
services to photograph the entire MP2 participant group on two occasions and 
have continued to provide additional support to our nonprofit organization.

Community Supporters



CoreyParticipant Profile

plans to upgrade the interior of the house, including the lighting.  These property updates, along with his freedom to 
do his own yardwork, play a large part in giving him a sense of belonging in the Mission community.

“Living here has the best of both worlds,” he said.  “Mission is a city that’s large 
enough to offer a big city culture, yet has a small town feel.”

Moving into a house also gave Corey the opportunity to fulfill his long-held desire of dog 
ownership.  Enter: Vader, his 18-month-old black Labrador.  Caring for Vader, Corey said, 
is quickly teaching him some of the responsibilities of independent living.  “I’m forced 
to get up early in the morning to feed him, take him for walks, and take him to the vet.”

In addition to walking Vader, Corey’s favorite hobbies include browsing the internet and 
watching sports, including baseball, football and hockey.  He is an avid Royals and Chiefs 

fan.  Corey’s favorite MP2 activity is Garden Club, where 
he is learning to take pride in garden maintenance and 
nurturing various types of plants and herbs in the MP2 
Community Garden.  Having previously worked as a warehouse associate at a local toy 
store, Corey hopes to land a landscaping maintenance position in the near future.

Corey also has had a lifelong and intense interest in the work of emergency response 
personnel and the equipment they use to perform their jobs.  “The tools they use play 
such a large part in saving lives,” he said.

Corey is working towards doing a more thorough 
job of cleaning his home from top to bottom.  He is 
also currently practicing driving with his parents in 

order to acquire his driver’s license, which will give him the freedom to enjoy even 
more of his community.  “Freedom of mobility is important,” he said.  “It will 
make me feel more independent and that I can do the 
things I want to do.”

There are few things in life more satisfying than living in your own home and 
the sense of community involvement that comes with that.  Mission Project 
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2 participant Corey took one step closer to achieving that goal when he moved 
into a house in Mission, Kansas, only two years after joining the program and 
previously living as an apartment resident.

Corey, who is currently renting the house from his parents, said one of the best 
parts of living in his house is the privacy and quiet environment it provides.  He also 
quickly learned that living in a home in Mission not only offers personal comforts 
but also allows him to become a part of a caring neighborhood community where 
the residents take pride in the consistent upkeep of their properties.

Corey assisted his father in building a new backyard fence and is planning to 
make improvements on both his front and backyard lawns.  He has long-term 

     info@missionproject2.org



&News Upcoming Events
 
Our website and Facebook Page both provide up-to-date information 
about our organization and participants’ activities. Visit us at 
missionproject2.org and Facebook.com/missionproject2.  Please join 
our supporters in the community by Liking Us on Facebook!

We offer the convenience of secure online donation via our 
website, including the ability to make level payments on a 
monthly ongoing basis.  Go to missionproject2.org, or 
capture this QR code on your smartphone.

As always, mail-in donations are welcome!  Our address:
Mission Project 2
5960 Dearborn, Ste. 240, Mission, KS  66202

Donate to MP2

Mission Project 2 is a 501(c)(3)
not-for-profit organization.

5960 Dearborn, Ste. 240  Mission, KS  66202

Follow Mission Project 2 Online 4th Annual

Saturday, February 18, 2017

Benefiting Mission Project 2

Lucky Brewgrille
5401 Johnson Drive, Mission, KS  66205

Texas Hold ‘Em
Tournament

For sponsorship opportunities, 
advance registration
and payment, contact:
Mimi Nagle
913-481-8313
MP2Poker@gmail.com

Tournament Start @ 6:30pm

$40 Entry
First Prize Estimated $500
missionproject2.org/holdem


