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Five Years of Successes
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MP2 Celebration

Happy Birthday, MP2
Mission Project 2 officially launched five 
years ago when the first participants 
moved into their own apartments in 
Mission, Kansas.  Since that time, MP2 
has grown in the number of participants 
and has built a solid foundation that 
supports these adults who are fulfilling 
their dreams of living independent lives.

In celebration of our milestone 
anniversary, this issue highlights five 
years of growth, both for the participants 
and the organization.

AMission Project 2 (MP2) was formed as the first evolution and replication 
of The Mission Project.  Parents, families, guardians and friends of the 
participants, as well as dedicated professionals, joined forces to realize 
the goals of MP2.

As one of the original family 
members recalls, "When 
our organization began five 
years ago, we were a group of 
people who barely knew each 
other.  We had a common goal 
of wanting to encourage an 
independent life for our family 
member with an intellectual 
or developmental disability.  
It's been very gratifying to 
see how our participants have 
developed friendships and 
a support system, and have 
gained a level of independence 
that is remarkable."

By Spring 2012, several of the first MP2 participants were ready and 
excited to move into their own apartments.

Growing over the following five years, MP2 now has almost twice 
as many participants, all of whom are living independently in the 
community of Mission, Kansas, and working at jobs across the Kansas 
City metropolitan area.  Several participants have received recognition 
awards from their employers for exceptional service.

In addition to supporting participants' employment opportunities with 
an outstanding work transportation service in conjunction with The 
Mission Project, MP2 continues to expand the social and educational 
programs that enrich their lives.  A robust schedule of classes and clubs 
have been organized, some in partnership with The Mission Project or 
organized by the Mission Parks and Recreation Department.

fter a comprehensive planning effort by its six originating families,

Mission Project 2 [MP2] enables 
capable adults with developmental or 
cognitive disabilities to live independently 
and safely in their own apartments, 
integrated into the general community 
with minimal support.

We work towards a comprehensive 
vision: To establish and maintain 
support structures for our participants, 
to enable them to live independently in 
a safe environment with the opportunity 
to engage in meaningful work, social 
interaction with peers, educational 
opportunities, physical fitness, training 
and recreation.
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Elli proudly showing off her screenprint design 
during MP2 Art Club.
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The menu of activities keeps expanding.  The most recent addition is 
the World Dining Club.  In this monthly outing, MP2 participants and 
their friends from The Mission Project meet for lunch or dinner at a local 
ethnic restaurant.  They have the opportunity to learn about the history 
and culture of each country or region, which has prompted lively dining 
conversations and curiosity to try new foods.

As participants have continued to learn and grow, they have been able 
to contribute to the community in which they live.  In addition to some 
volunteer activities, MP2 participants have been invited to play key roles 
in celebrations sponsored by the city of Mission, including the holiday tree 
lighting ceremony and the Bunny Eggstravaganza event.  Some participants 

have been asked to speak at educational forums related to disability issues as a keynote speaker or as a panel member.

In so many ways, the past five years have been a time of solid evolution both for the Mission Project 2 organization and 
the participants it seeks to serve.  According to the current MP2 Board President, "We are very grateful for the support 
of our families, friends and benefactors.  Likewise, we are proud of our participants as they continue to grow in their 
independence, in their work and in their community.  We look forward to a bright future of continued growth in their 
lives and in our program."

MP2 Celebration

Mission Project 2 participants are eager to bring their 
garden back into bloom for the third season.  They are 
working this spring to clean up the beds, scheduling 
outings to purchase vegetable and flowering plants and 
will plant this month in anticipation of harvesting soon.

The Garden Club will grow a wide variety of tasty 
vegetables and fruits including tomatoes, red peppers, 

cucumbers, green 
beans and carrots.  
A new component 
this year will be the 
addition of cool 
weather vegetables 
including lettuce, 
broccoli and peas 
planted in the fall.

In addition to their 
edible crops, the 

participants want to research and create a Butterfly 
Garden in 2017.  They will be selecting and planting 
specific plants to create a safe haven for migrating 
Monarch butterflies.

Growing Strong
Community Garden

The 4th Annual Texas Hold 'Em Tournament fundraiser 
was another great success, thanks to the supporters of 
MP2 who gathered to enjoy a relaxing card game on 
February 18th.  We thank Lucky Brewgrille for once 
again donating the 
event space and the 
crew from Wheeling 'n 
Dealing for serving as 
Master of Ceremonies.  

Our sincere gratitude 
to all who came out 
to support MP2!
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We Thank Our 2017
Sponsors:

Josh & Jack (center) enjoying a World Dining 
Club dinner at Bo Ling's on the Plaza with 
friends from The Mission Project.

Kenzie & Tom filling leaf bags during the 
spring garden cleanup.

First round players throwing down.

Mallory & Kelly enjoying the 
entertaining evening.
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A Fun Night to Benefit MP2
Texas Hold 'Em
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JackParticipant Profile

One of his favorite MP2 activities is Art Club, where he capitalizes on the occasion to 
enhance both his natural skills and interpersonal abilities.  "I really like art," Jack said.

                Jack excels at many forms of art, 
and particularly enjoys painting and ceramics.

Being part of MP2 has also helped Jack improve his 
independent living skills with help from his dad and 
his personal care assistant.  "I get a lot more practice at 
cooking, paying bills, taking out the trash and general 
cleaning of my apartment," said Jack.

Jack is also working with his dad on learning to drive so that he can 
become more independent in other areas of his life.  "I want to be 
able to get to the places that I need to go, like to school for nighttime 
computer classes," he said.

Jack's short-term goal is to begin pursuing a career in mathematics and 
meteorology.  He has enjoyed participating in events sponsored by local 
astronomical and meteorological societies.  Jack also said that he delights in 
studying photos of weather at its most ferocious times, such as tornadoes and 
thunderstorms.  "I really enjoy studying math, because of the precision," he 
said.  "Meteorology uses a lot of math."

Jack enjoys the advantage of living in close 
proximity to his MP2 friends with whom 
he interacts on a daily basis. 

Ever since Jack became a Mission Project 2 participant in the fall of 2013, he has 
flourished in both the social and vocational areas of his life.

In April of 2014, Jack landed a job with a local automated pharmaceutical firm, 
which requires him to interact with a wide variety of co-workers.  He said that 
this interaction has helped him develop and improve his social and job skill sets.

Jack's growth in skills can also be attributed to activities he has attended.  For 
example, he has participated in Zumba exercise sessions at his workplace.  "The 
Zumba classes strengthen your cardio, which has 
helped me maintain a high energy level that is 
suitable for my job," said Jack.

“Art class allows me and the rest of the participants the 
opportunity to express our creativity.”  

“The more I practice, the better I get.”

“It makes it easy to hang out 
together and do different activities with

Jack painting in the style of Cubism 
during MP2 Art Club.  Below is his 
gouache painting of tornado storms.

Spring planting in the MP2 
Community Garden.

New Year's Eve Party!
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community of friends.”
together and do different activities with your



Years
Happy Anniversary MP25

September 2015 – The second MP2 
Travel Club destination to explore 
Topeka, KS as a day trip.

The 2nd Annual MP2 Art Show 
fundraiser in Oct. 2015, an event that 
provides participants the opportunity 
to show and sell their work alongside 
other working KC community artists.

Participants in costume for a 
2015 Halloween dance by Friends 
of JCPRD, one of several KC 
organizations that presents fun 
events for the community.

August 2016 – A team-
building basketball game 
during Community Strong.  
This ongoing program 
helps teach interaction 
skills both internally and in 
the general community.

Several participants are 
graduates of the THRIVE 
program and attended a 
reunion in Fall 2015.

July 2016 – MP2 Movie Club is 
enthusiastically attended every 
month, established in Sept. 2013 
at the request of a participant.

The 2016 Travel Club voted for a 4-day 
tour of St. Louis in August, including the 
exciting train travel on Amtrak.

Several participants have been 
invited by the city of Mission to 
light the Holiday Tree.  In 2016, 
Mallory (right) was thrilled to 
help flip the switch.

2012 – Having fun at the community 
pool, the first of many social 
activities for these new residents of 
Mission, KS.

MP2 exploring their new 
Mission, KS neighborhood 
in April 2014.

May 2013 – Taking in a Sporting KC 
soccer game that included friends 
from The Mission Project (TMP), 
which they all enjoyed again in 2014.

April 2015 – A Club MP outing to 
a Royals game.  Mission Parks and 
Recreation organizes many fun 
activities for the MP participants 
most every month.

2014-2015 – Boy Scout Troop 118 
raised money and provided the 
labor for three projects to build 
the structural backbone of the new 
Community Garden.

The first planting in the 
MP2 Community Garden 
in May 2015.

May 2015 – MP2 Art Club 
outing to the Nelson-
Atkins Museum of Art, 
the first of many artistic 
excursions to come.

Facebook.com/missionproject2 Like Us —
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2016 – Karate is one of many 
ongoing exercise programs 
offered by Mission Parks and 
Recreation at SPJCC.

MP2 regularly organizes safety 
sessions, including those with 
the Mission Police and Fire 
Departments.  In March 2016, 
they met with Officer Jay Fleer.

Participants ready to dance the 
night away at the March 2016 
Prom, presented annually by the 
Down Syndrome Guild of Greater 
Kansas City.

Participants cooling off during a 
private pool party in Summer 2016.

We are so happy to share 
this milestone with our 
supporters.  MP2 celebrated 
our 5th Anniversary with a 
few scoops of ice cream and 
many more smiles!

The New Year's Eve party 
has been an MP2/TMP 
tradition for many years, 
and participants loved 
dancing into 2017!

April 2017 – Monthly Bunco games 
were established in Oct. 2013 by 
MP2, and they have become an 
enjoyable activity for participants 
from both MP2 and TMP.

March 2017 – A perfect Girls Night Out 
at the Ariana Grande concert!

The first MP2 Travel Club 
trip in May 2014, a great time 
experiencing Chicago that 
included a Cubs game.

Groundbreaking of the 
MP2 Community Garden 
when they started to clean 
up the area in Sept. 2014.

We launched the extremely 
popular MP2 Art Club in 
Jan. 2015.  Participants 
learn about and create 
artwork in the complex 
styles of many art 
movements and mediums.

The March 2015 trip to the Sea Life 
Aquarium is one of many educational 
activities that the MP2 organization 
provides to the participants.

June 2015 – Regular weekly 
workout sessions with Tim 
Crough's crew promotes 
exercise and healthy living.

City of Mission Mayor Steve 
Schowengerdt enthusiastically taking 
part in the official ribbon cutting of the 
MP2 Community Garden in June 2015.  
The city has been a valuable partner in 
the garden's success.

Started in Spring 2015, the MP2 
Swimming Club has become 
a well-liked weekly program 
during summer months.

Participants were thrilled to 
see the first bounty growing in 
their new garden in July 2015.  
Many of them incorporate the 
healthy vegetables and fruits 
into their meals.



&News Upcoming Events
 
Our website and Facebook page both provide up-to-date information 
about our organization and participants’ activities. Visit us at 
missionproject2.org and Facebook.com/missionproject2.  Please join 
our supporters in the community by Liking Us on Facebook!

We offer the convenience of secure online donations 
via our website, including the ability to make level 
payments on a monthly ongoing basis. Go to 
missionproject2.org/donate, or capture this QR 
code on your smartphone.

Mail-in donations are always welcome! Our address:
Mission Project 2
5960 Dearborn, Ste. 240, Mission, KS  66202

Donate to MP2

Follow Mission Project 2 Online

Friday, October 6th 
5-9 pm

4th Annual
Art Show Fundraiser

First Friday in the 
Crossroads

Held at
Boveri Realty Group Art Space
1819 Wyandotte, KCMO 64108

Mission Project 2

Save The Date!

Mission Project 2 is a 501(c)(3)
not-for-profit organization.

5960 Dearborn, Ste. 240  Mission, KS  66202

www.missionproject2.org


